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                                                                                                                                       Spring 2019 
 
Welcome to our inaugural edition of Conservation Currents, a quarterly newsletter with
timely seasonal tips that will help you improve water efficiency. By saving water, you
can keep your water bill down and also help protect our regional water resources.
Usually in March, we celebrate the arrival of river water. However, current low levels at
Elephant Butte Reservoir are delaying the delivery of this important water source. To
make up the difference, we will lean more on our desalination plant and groundwater
supplies, but conservation is important too. Thanks for being a water warrior!     

Spotlight: Texas Mountain Laurel
Native to the Chihuahuan Desert, the Texas
Mountain Laurel [Sophora secundiflora] is
a beautiful evergreen small tree or shrub that
fills the air with an amazing fragrance during
spring. It can reach up to 8 feet tall, which
makes it perfect for a small patio. The leaves
are glossy and shiny, and the flowers cascade
in clumps of purple flowers similar to those of
the wisteria plant. Hard-shell light color pods
follow the blooms; they contain bright red
seeds that are poisonous. The tree grows
slowly, but it is a wonderful addition to El
Paso landscapes. 

 
Find more plant and tree ideas
 
Living in the Chihuahuan Desert does not mean we cannot enjoy an efficient and
beautiful landscape.
 
Learn more about this and other water-efficient plants and garden ideas at:
elpasodesertblooms.org. We invite you to explore the site and search for plants based
on type and color. Or take a virtual tour of some of El Paso’s best examples of
entryways, backyards, patios and more.
 
Keep in mind that on average, more than 30 percent of home water use is for irrigation of
landscapes. By selecting plants that are native or adapted to our desert environment,
you are practicing conservation.  
 

Save the Date: Water Festival 2019 
Celebrating Water through Arts and Culture

Join us for music, dance, food, arts & crafts, and award-winning short films that explore how water
influences our lives. Click here to learn more. 

Don't miss the latest conservation tips from EPWater and events taking place at the
TecH2O Learning Center!

Click the button below to subscribe to Conservation Currents. 
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